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Equine proliferative pododerm
atitis or ‘canker’ is characterised by chronic hypertrophy 
of horn-producing tissues, m
ainly in the frog region. The disease has been considered 
to occur m
ainly in draft horses, but other breeds can be equally affected. M
ost horses 
have several hooves affected, although involvem
ent of one single hoof can occur. 
The etiology rem
ains obscure: infectious agents such as bacteria, viruses, fungi and 
spirochetes have all been suggested, but environm
ental conditions (w
et and/or 
unhygienic environm
ent) have also been blam
ed as stim
ulating factors. It is w
orth 
rem
em
bering that the m
ere presence of one or m
ore infectious agents does not satisfy 
the requirem
ents of Koch’s postulates for a causative organism
 for a disease. M
oreover, 
even an im
m
unological aetiology has been hypothesised. Possibly, w
orldw
ide, there 
m
ay be several different etiologies, at least partially explaining the differences in clinical 
presentation and outcom
e betw
een different studies. D
iagnosis can be based on the 
history and pathognom
onic appearance of hoof tissue, m
ost frequently foul-sm
elling, 
cheesy m
asses w
ith filam
entous or cauliflow
er-like epithelial proliferations, often 
extending from
 the caudal part of the frog to the heel bulbs. From
 a practical point of 
view
, the lack of response to a standard treatm
ent for thrush should alert people to 
consider the possible involvem
ent of canker. U
nfortunately, ineffective treatm
ents are 
often used very persistently, and delaying adequate treatm
ent has been associated w
ith 
a 13-fold increased risk for recurrence. 1 Besides surgical debridem
ent and dedicated 
hoof care, additional oral treatm
ent w
ith prednisolone has been show
n to significantly 
shorten the duration of hospitalisation and therefore is now
 part of our standard 
treatm
ent protocol. Early recognition, prom
pt treatm
ent by adequate debridem
ent 
and a clean, dry environm
ent have been identified as im
portant factors for a successful 
outcom
e. The m
ost com
m
on m
istake in treatm
ent is insufficient debridem
ent; how
ever, 
care m
ust also be taken to avoid excessive rem
oval of derm
al tissue. A
ll parties involved 
in caretaking of horses need increased aw
areness and adequate education to recognize 
early stages of the disease.
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